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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 12591 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJECT: BEGUM BHUTTO DETAINED 

REF: A) ISLAMABAD 12567 B) ISLAMABAD 12306 

1 . AS ANEICIPATED, BEGUM NUSRAT BHUTTO WIFE OF THE FORMER 
PM AND ACTING CHAIRMAN (SIC) OF THE PPP, HAS BEEN DETAINED 
BY THE MARTIAL LAW AUTHORITIES UNTIL JANUARY 10. THE ACTION 

PREVENTED BEGUM BHUTTO, STILL IN A LAHORE HOSPITAL RECOVERING 
FROM THE INJURY SHE SUFFERED IN THE SCUFFLE AT THE CRICKET 
MATCH ON DECEMBER 16 (REFTEL B) FROM HOLDING A PLANNED 
PRESS CONFERENCE DECEMBER 27. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ISLAMA 12591 281201Z 


2. THE MLA'S MOVE, LIKE ITS EXTENSION OF DAUGHTER BENAZIR'S 
HOUSE ARREST (REFTEL A), IS AIMED AT KEEPING THE BHUTTO 
DUO OUT OF CIRCULATION UNTIL AFTER THE PPP'S SCHEDULED 
JANUARY 5, "DEMOCRACY DAY". BEGUM BHUTTO HAD, DECEMBER 27. 
CANCELLED HER TOUR OF THE NORTH WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE 
(REFTAL A) OSTENSIBLY FOR "REASONS OF HEALTH", ALTHOUGH SHE 
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MAY HAVE HAD ADVANCE WARNING OF THE MLA'S IMPENDING ACTION 
AND SOUGHT TO IMPROVE HER "MARTYR'S" IMAGE BY HAVING THE 
DETENTION TAKE PLACE WHILE SHE IS STILL IN NOSPITAL. 

3. ELSEWHERE THE MLA CONTINUES WITH ITS SELECTIVE CARROT AND 
STICK APPROACH TO ARRESTS AND RELEASES OF THOSE INVOLVED IN 
PRO-BHUTTO DEMONSTRATIONS. IN KARACHI, WHERE 

SOME PROTESTS HAVE LED TO BUS BURNINGS, THE AUTHORITIES 
HAVE BEEN RELATIVELY STRICT, WITH LASHES AND A PERIOD OF 
RIGOROUS IMPRISONMENT A STANDARD PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE CHARGED 
WITH FOMENTING VIOLENCE. IN PINDI, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE 
MLA HAS DISPLAYED A MORE MAGNANIMOUS FACE. THE URDU PRESS 
REPORTS DECEMBER 28, FOR EXAMQLE, THAT 10 MORE PPP WORKERS 
WHO HAD BEEN ARRESTED IN PINDI LAST WEEK IN CONNECTION WITH 
PRO-BHUTTO DEMONSTRATIONS THERE HAVE BEEN RELEASED UNCONDI- 
TIONALLY, BRINGING THE TOTAL RELEASED TO 40 (REFTEL A). 

4. THE PRESS REPORTS MEANWHILE THAT CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINI- 
STRATOR (CMLA) ZIA IS PLANNING TO TOUR THE NWFP ON JANUARY 

1ST AND 2ND. HE WILL THEN PROCEED TO KARACHI ON JANUARY 3. 

HUMMEL 
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